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Trailblazer
memorialized
Gibbs alums celebrated their golden reunion Friday, July 14.
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Crist holds
neighborhood
block party
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Vincent Lawrence
goes home





BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Gibbs High School
alumni gathered at the
Orange Blossom Café
to celebrate their 50th
Golden Class Reunion.
The class of 1967 joined
in an evening of remembrance, laughter and joy
as they relished in another year as Gibbs
High alums.
“We have witnessed
the advancement of science, technology and
medicine,” said reunion
president
Jessica
Isidore, touting the

Staff Writer

 




 




June of 1967.”
Wanting to start
their life, but hesitant as
to where to start, some
started jobs; others
went to college or
started families. But in
the end, the members
of the class of ‘67 can
look back on a slew of
fond memories.
Mayor Rick Kriseman read the proclamation and spoke of the
spirit of inclusiveness
that he wants for St. Petersburg and its residents. He congratulated
not only those celebrating their 50th year as
Gibbs graduates but all

the professionals that
had a hand in shaping
not only the school, but
the city as a whole during a time when segregation was still legal.
“This is your city,”
he said. “You all helped
build this.”
With over 400 students graduating from
the class of ‘67, former
students have a lot to be
proud of, and current
Principal Rubin Hepburn wasted no time
eliciting their help. He
spoke on the need for
mentors to guide stuSee GIBBS, page 10

Mayoral candidates speak out
BY CINDY CARTER



class and its ability to
keep moving forward.
“Through it all, we have
endured.”
During the past few
years, Isidore has attended several graduation ceremonies at
Tropicana Field. As
she’s watched each
graduate cross the
stage, their diploma in
hand, she often wondered how many of
them had the thoughts,
fears and bewilderment
that she had 50 years
ago.
“The fear is still
there,” she said to the
room, “just as we had in

ST. PETERSBURG –
The five of the six mayoral candidates spoke
on the issues facing the
south side community,
from the rising occurrence of car theft to
their position on the
Community Redevelopment Area (CRA).
Bay News 9 reporter
Trevor Pettiford moderated the community
forum that had candidates giving their stance
on key issues. Questions were created from
past forums and posed
to the candidates who
had a minute to respond.
The first question
had candidates discussing what distin-

guishes their candidacy
from their opponents.
Jesse Nevel touted himself as the Uhuru candidate of choice. Known
to many in the area as a
social rights activist,
rather than a politician,
Nevel believes it’s time
to bring justice to black
families who have fallen
victim to enacted policies.
activist
Midtown
Theresa Lassiter just
wants to bring all of St.
Pete together, while
salesman
Anthony
Cates believes his leadership style and his
community involvement
on the South side sets
him apart.
Current Mayor Rick
Kriseman went with experience not only as
mayor but serving on

L-R, Anthony Cates, former Mayor
Rick Baker and Mayor Rick Kriseman
the city council and as a
Florida representative.
“The issues we fought
are the issues important
not only to the state of
Florida but to the people here in this community.”
Where his counterpart could also note his
experience
having

served two terms as St.
Petersburg’s
mayor
himself, former Mayor
Rick Baker believes his
passion for the public
school system and his
part in Doorway Scholarships
for
needy
youths defines his previSee MAYOR, page 14
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Winnie Foster
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Over
80 well-wishers joined Winnie
Foster to celebrate her 90th
birthday Saturday, July 8 at
the
Allendale
United
Methodist Church. Mayor
Rick Kriseman and Senator
Darryl Rouson attended the
event to honor Foster’s work
as a community activist who
fought for integration, voting
rights and fair job opportunities in Pinellas County.
Sheena Qualles organized
the birthday party and described Foster’s life of service
as a “gigantic, indelible footprint of her dedication to her
community.”
“Winnie thinks of herself
as a pollinator,” said Qualles, a
native northeasterner who has
lived in the Bay area for the
past two years. She described
how foster executes her “pollination” to bring out the best in
people, so they willingly serve
their community.
“She’s always asking for a
ride home here and there, and
as she’s getting that ride, she
has you drop her off to different places. She’s introducing
you to people. She’s sprouting
ideas in your head and she’s
seeing what you can do for the
community…she’s telling you
about yourself and things you
can do that didn’t even come
to fruition in your own head.”
If anyone sits and talks
with Foster for 10 minutes,
you would know that Qualles
has painted a clear picture of
her as an activist who loves
people.
“She brings out the community service in people,” said
Qualles, who approached Allendale United Methodist’s
Pastor Andy Oliver in April
about using his church for the
birthday party.
See WINNIE, page 8
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Why I’m supporting
Rick Kriseman for mayor
BY KENNETH T. WELCH
Pinellas County Commissioner

As we vote for mayor in
the coming weeks, it’s important that we elect the
person who will best move
our community forward. I
believe that person is our
current Mayor Rick Kriseman, a progressive leader
who is moving us forward
in many important areas,
including equal opportunity,
justice
reform,
poverty reduction and
community development.
That progress must continue.
As a county commissioner, it’s vitally important
to have a true partner in
the mayor’s office. Due in
large part to Mayor Kriseman’s leadership and collaboration, today we have
the best county/city relationship since I was
elected in 2000.
Working with Mayor
Kriseman and the City
Council, especially Councilmember Karl Nurse,
Pinellas County and the
city have partnered to address poverty by creating
the first Community Redevelopment Area (CRA) in
the county’s history. The
South St. Pete CRA is focused on poverty reduction and commits an
estimated $60 million in
funding to fund job training, housing, education, infrastructure improvements
and other programs to address poverty in south St.
Petersburg.
Justice reform is another vitally important
issue. Many in our community are affected by a
minor arrest that hampers
their ability to get a job.
Mayor Kriseman supported a collaborative effort led by Sheriff Bob
Gualtieri and funded by
the county, to create an
adult diversion program
(APAD) which gives people arrested on minor
charges an opportunity to
serve community service
and avoid jail and a criminal record. In just three
months, more than 400 individuals have taken advantage of the APAD
program and the opportunity for a second chance.
In another first, the
county and city have
worked together to adopt

complementary
Wage
Theft laws to make sure
that working people are
paid the money they’ve
earned. We’ve removed
“the box” from employment applications, a barrier that too often prevents
ex-offenders from being
considered for jobs. And
both the county and the
city have implemented
$12.50 per hour “living
wage” minimum wages for
all employees.
These initiatives are
improving lives and providing opportunities in our
community, and that
progress that will continue
during Mayor Kriseman’s
next term.
It’s important to remember that all politics
has local impacts, and the
mayor of our diverse city
has a duty to be a voice on
all issues, including state
and national issues that impact the lives of St. Petersburg
residents.
For
example, when Washington and Tallahassee politicians block healthcare
access, an estimated
50,000 uninsured Pinellas
residents are forced to rely
on local governments and
organizations to step in
and provide a safety net for
basic health services.
Mayor Kriseman has
supported
President
Obama’s efforts to provide
healthcare access for
everyone because it affects our local citizens, our
families and neighbors.
He’s also acted at the local
level by engaging his
Deputy Mayor Dr. Kanika
Tomalin to lead the
Healthy St. Pete Initiative.
Mayor Kriseman’s leadership on healthcare access
and community health is
what we should expect
from the mayor’s office.
State policies can have
a profound impact on our
city as well. When Tallahassee politicians conspire
to restrict voting rights, underfund
our
public
schools, divert housing
money, obstruct the civil
rights of ex-offenders and
deny the reality of climate
change (and its disproportionate impact on Pinellas),
it is our local friends and
neighbors
who
are
harmed.
Mayor Kriseman has
been a strong voice on

Gentrification enablers
BY REV. MANUEL SYKES
Bethel Community Baptist
Church

these issues as well, and
has supported state initiatives that reflect our values, and opposed those
which do not. Mayor
Kriseman is a visible
champion for civil rights,
voting rights, affordable
housing and equal educational opportunities. This
is especially important in
the face of the destructive
policies of the current Tallahassee and Washington
leadership. We should accept no less from any candidate for mayor of our
diverse city.
In this mayoral election, it’s important that we
focus on the experience
and accomplishments of
the candidates, as well as
their policy positions and
actions regarding the
many issues that ultimately affect our community. While others have
been silent or aligned with
the policies of Governor
Scott
and
President
Trump, Rick Kriseman
has been a strong advocate
for our community in the
face of regressive state and
national policies.
Like President Obama,
he inherited substantial
challenges, and like President Obama, he has
worked hard for progress
despite the tide of backward policies on healthcare, justice, voting,
education, etc. from Tallahassee and more recently
from Washington. And like
President Obama, Rick
Kriseman has earned a
second term to finish his
work. All politics is local,
and our mayor needs to be
a voice on every issue that
impacts our community,
whether it emanates from
Washington, Tallahassee
or The Deuces – it all matters.
Kenneth T. Welch is Vice
Chair of the Pinellas County
Commission.
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There is a pattern that
has developed within the
current city’s administration. A couple of years ago,
the city put out a request
for proposal (RFP) for the
14 acres of vacant land
across the street from the
Manhattan Casino. There
were several proposals submitted. The original bids
were all rejected.
Several months later,
the city announced that it
had reached an agreement
to sell the land to a combination of two different development groups. One
would be a motorcycle repair business and the other
would be a business that
would build, among other
things, workforce housing.
The two businesses
would bring approximately
60 jobs. If the businesses
were successful, they
would receive steep discounts on the price of the
land.
There were several
problems with the deals the
city accepted. First, the
projects would be a poor
use of 14 acres to develop
the type projects they were
developing.
Next, very few of the
goods or services sold by
the motorcycle repair business would be utilized by
the residents of Midtown.
Finally, the workforce
housing promised was 40
one bedroom units. Although there may be a
workforce
population
within St. Petersburg that
demands 40 one bedroom
units, that population, for
certain, does not currently
reside in Midtown. This
was, and is, clearly a gentrification project.
Although this administration will talk about the
jobs created by the deals,
those jobs are not promised
or guaranteed and if they
are delivered, they are required for a period of less
than 10 years. The land use
and its impact will last far
beyond any 10 year period.
This
administration
fought for and reclaimed
control of the Manhattan
Casino from a black controlled business and promised the community that it
would be quickly put back
in the hands of a new business group mindful of its
place within the black community.
The city put out an RFP
and asked for proposals for
a new restaurant group.
Two black controlled
groups presented propos-

als. Both of those proposals
were rejected by the current administration.
The city then began negotiating deals with private
groups that had not participated in the RFP process.
They announced recently
that they were negotiating
an agreement with a group
for a Cuban restaurant.
Clearly another gentrification project.
Given the history of the
Manhattan Casino, the
move by this administration
shows the clear disdain
they have for the black
community.
The administration announced recently that it
was spending $1.3 million
on a new skate park in
Campbell Park on 16th
Street South. Why a skate
park there?
They did not ask this
community what they
thought about the idea.
They just did it because
they could. This is a facility
that is not likely to be used
by very many current Midtown residents. Another
gentrification project.
This
administration
held several meetings
around town and at least
two in Midtown about the
proposed renovation of the
Tropicana site. The proposed reason for holding
these meetings in Midtown
was to get input from this
community.
There were several
ideas that were advanced
by several members of the
community as to ways the
site could be redeveloped
that would benefit Midtown. In the plan that was
developed, none of the suggestions that came from
the Midtown attendees
were adopted or included.
It’s very strange in that
any plan proposing to
spend as much as one billion for renovation includes
nothing to mitigate one of
the city’s most glaring issues that abut the long-neglected
low-income
community that was displaced from that very site
by eminent domain, and
promises of shared prosperity.
Chances are plans to
deal with the development
of this site are not being
made public at this time because they, more than
likely, include further gentrification.
The current administration is not the only gentrification
enablers
that
Midtown residents should
be concerned about. There
are several enablers in Midtown masquerading as
community leaders. They

have been bought off with
appointments to boards,
public recognition and
when all else fails, small
grants to do insignificant
things.
It is way passed time for
this community to stand
and demand from whoever
runs for office that we are
interested only in effective,
transformative
change
comparable to the development of downtown and
Central Avenue.
This change must benefit and stabilize the existing
community,
not
displace its residents as a
condition of investment, incentives and amenities.
Gentrification is not the
hope of integration that
African Americans abandoned their businesses to
support. It is purchasing
neglected and devalued
properties caused by systemic deprivation and exclusion from the city’s plans
for improvement.
We cannot evolve from
the ghetto and despair to an
arts district that continues
to discount the current residents who don’t benefit
from paintings and pottery.
Their primary interest
is struggling for daily existence.
Therefore, it must be
surmised that the current
residents are not a visible
factor in this development. It
is a plan to lure a whole new
demographic into the area
whose economic and social
standards allow for esoteric
pursuits and interests.
When a bright, neon
welcome mat is placed at
the main entrance of a historic and neglected part of
the community, it is not for
the residents who live
there.
When more is spent on
image and branding than
summer job programs, affordable housing development where residents own
both the home and the
ground underneath and
genuine public private partnership for the poor and
neglected, only one conclusion emerges. Gentrification!
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Candidate qualification
What are you looking for in a political
candidate? What one person calls qualified, another finds to be laughable. Truth
is, all candidates on a ballot are “qualified”—meaning that they have met the
legal criteria to be placed on the ballot for
the office of which they seek. You must,
however, ask yourself whether the legal
qualification is enough to receive your
vote.
As you ponder your circumstance and
the circumstances of those around you,
are you satisfied with what you see? Has
your method of choosing who to vote for
produced desired results? Is it time to reevaluate your strategy?
The moral, social, political, and racial
injustices that make national and local
headlines-as well as stories headlining the
“community’s broadcasting system”—
present a plentiful backdrop for developing a list of issues needing to be
addressed. How these concerns are prioritized is for you to determine. Such listing allows you to see who is attempting to
address matters that are important to
you. Without this awareness, you can
easily be misled into voting against your
interests.
In determining the most “qualified”
candidate, does the “look of leadership”
matter to you? Do you (subconsciously)
“accept” a white and male candidate easier? Do you question his experience for
the job? Do you give him more “room for
error”? Can he simply visit your church,
offer free food, shake your hand and
smile in your general direction to win
your vote?
With regards to black candidates, do
you investigate them in greater
detail? Must they share your political affiliation? Is it important that they have visibly worked—-or volunteered—-within
your idea of the black community? Do
you silently cheer for them because you

know the playing
field is not leveled or have you
counted them
out because they Kamala Devi Harris
are black which according to your math
says “black” cannot win?
Do you watch black-women candidates the closest, or do you dismiss her
altogether? Must she be “familiar”? Do
you expect her to be traditional, yet a barrier-breaker? Must she be almost perfect
to obtain your support?
Meet Kamala Devi Harris, a senator
and attorney from California. Arguably,
she is an example of how politics is
changing within the black community.
Harris was not a part of the black political
establishment. She built strong multicultural alliances. Although not the first, Harris has crossover appeal.
If Harris was local, would you vote for
her as the majority of voters voted for
President Obama in 2008, for Democratic
Senator from New Jersey Cory Booker in
2013, for Republican Senator from South
Carolina Tim Scott in 2014 or for Republican U. S. Representative from Utah Ludmya Bourdeau “Mia” Love in 2014?
Your answer may be contingent upon
how strongly you believe in the importance of having diverse black political office holders.
These politicians bring to the forefront a political class that is faith-based
and educated. They have careers and orientation that is considered less community-based and more corporate as do
many non-black candidates. Does this
make them less “qualified”?
Harris and those like her challenge
stereotypical perceptions of black Americans, as well as, the “look of leadership.”
Would she meet your qualification?
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and
public servant. www.emergingfree.com

Let the African youth speak!
Dear Editor:
After Monday night’s
debate at the Hilton Hotel
hosted by the League of
Women Voters, some of
the most slandering and violent provoking articles
ever written within the
confines of St. Petersburg
media outlets were released following the
abrupt ending of both the
District 6 and mayoral forums.
As we all know, the
forum ended with utter police bombardment over
me and my comrades who
are supporters of Jesse
Nevel and Akile Cainion
for simply applauding our
candidates on their performance that night.
Multiple
media
sources were in the room
that night and got to witness the aftermath of allowing our voices to finally
be heard. The article that
caught my attention the
quickest was the one in the
Tampa Bay Times entitled
“Will Chaos Close Debates?” where myself and
three other young Africans
can be found cheering for
our candidates.
Now, I’m used to the
untruthful and slandering
articles the Times writes
because they gave the
three drowned black
girls, Dominique Battle,
Ashaunti Butler and
La Niyah Miller, the same
slanderous
treatment
when the sheriff’s department pushed their car
into a pond last March.
They also gave the
same type of slander to the
10-year-old African boy,
who along with the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Department, named the
“poster child of crime” for
the entire City of St. Petersburg.
To give you a better
comparison, let us analyze
the criminalization of
Africans nationwide from
popular cases of police
murdering Africans. After
the fatal shooting of 12year-old Tamir Rice, they
went as far as to look for

criminal charges on his father to clear the air for officers
rather
than
addressing the injustices
faced by African communities worldwide.
Same thing goes for
the murder of Sandra
Bland. Before reports of
Bland’s death could even
surface, a slander campaign was unleashed on
Sandra to fit her under the
rebellious and unruly
stereotype of Africans
struggling for power.
That night, I was only
seen as a disruptor and labeled “disorderly” due to
my passion for local politics. Little did the Tampa
Bay Times know that
other than being a “disruptor,” I am a 16-year-old
African boy who is the secretary for the National Office of Recruitment and
Membership (NORM) for
the African People’s Socialist Party, the program
director for the N2U Volunteer Brigades, the cohost on Black Power 96.3
FM’s evening show
“#NoKlass,” which is the
only radio station in St. Petersburg offering the
African youth the opportunity to have their voices
heard, and a part of the
field team for the campaigns for both Nevel and
Cainion.
Oh, and I’m also a junior at Gibbs High School.
None of these titles or positions mattered to the
Times and these attacks
completely demean and
criminalize the entire
African youth community
of south St. Pete.
There must be a specific type of African that

the Tampa Bay Times is
trying to attack and dilute.
Is it the type of African that
disregards the status quo
and fights for the social
and economic injustices
imposed on his/her community? In this particular
instance, the specific type
of African that was attacked was a revolutionary
one who fights for the interests of his community.
The State and the
Tampa Bay Times are fully
aware of the history and
revolutionary activities of
African youth’s involvement in revolution. This is
why they are carrying out
the vicious attacks on the
black youth of St. Pete.
In these same tactics
and examples, the Times
has carried out a slander
campaign on me, on my
peers, my brother, my sister and the entire African
community.
The reason for this is
because the African youth
have taken a huge role in
this year s election. We are
tired of our voices, our
opinions and the conditions in which we live in
constantly overlooked.
We are tired of having
the same options every
election of failed policies
and denial of access to
food, clothing and shelter.
These conditions can no
longer exist anymore, and
the candidate that represents a position in office
will abide by our demands
upon arrival into office on
Nov. 7 of this year.
Let the African youth
speak! Oh, and at least
allow us to clap for a candidate!
Iniko Bollers

She came to stay! Vote Akile!
Dear Editor:
My name is Gazi
Kodzo and I am the interim campaign manager
for Eritha “Akile” Cainion.
Firstly, we are winning!
Secondly, I have the best
District 6 candidate and we
have the best supporters!
Our volunteers, known
as the “Akile Squad,” have
made the most calls, sent
out the most emails and
knocked on the most
doors. The majority of the
Akile Squad is the poor
and working class black
youths of St. Petersburg.
Cainion is the most dynamic candidate, not just in
the city but also in the
country! She receives hundreds of messages from
people all over the nation
saluting her for her passion and dedication to her
community and her people. Her reach is so broad
that she has done interviews with “Ebony” magazine, MTV and more.
Not only does Cainion
win the masses with her
courageous activism, but
also her 10-point platform
is so vividly progressive it
has ignited the imagination
of tens of thousands of people. Let the record show
that even though she is the
youngest candidate, she
was the first to create and
present her platform to the
people because she understands the seriousness of
her future seat.
Many of her competitors speak of having a
movement, but their movements must either be invisible or have fallen ill
because all media sources
have stated that only Cainion and mayoral candidate
Jesse Nevel have a movement that is visible, audible
and front-page newsworthy.
The movement for
Radical Times, Radical Solutions is so threatening to
the system that they are
being slandered by the status-quo media like Tampa
Bay Times and Bay News
9. They are terrorized by
the police and being kept
out of the only televised debate on July 25. If this
sounds familiar it’s because movements of the
1960s faced the same barrage of attacks.
The Eritha “Akile”
Cainion campaign has
been violated since day
one, but she and her squad
have prevailed through it
all and have built a movement that has transformed
the entire nucleus of this
election from talking about
a pier to talking about ending gentrification, eco-

nomic development to the
black community, black
community control of the
schools, black community
control of the police and
reparations to the black
community.
During Monday’s debate, the aggression from
the system against Cainion
and her movement was so
clear when the League of
Women Voters unjustifiably silenced her in the debate.
The moderator said
Cainion’s
supporters
cheering were too loud so
they cut the time she was
given to answer questions.
They cut her time to answer questions to 30 seconds
while
her
competitors had two minutes to answer!
This was not just an attack on democracy but a
strike against the poor and
working class black community and our fight
against
gentrification,
poverty and police brutality!
Every political debate I
have ever been to I hear
people cheering for their
candidate! When Donald
Trump received a standing
ovation during his debate,
did they cut his time?
When Bernie Sanders received roars of applause
during his debate, did they
cut his time? When Hillary
Clinton’s supporters gave
her cheers, did they cut
her time?
Why was Cainion penalized for something that
is typical during debates?
It’s because she is a black
woman that is representing the interests of the
black community and
bringing the poor and
working class black community into the political
arena while leading a fight
against big money developers, corrupt politicians,
the racist police department and gentrifying
forces.
These corrupt political
entities are used to holding
forums, meetings and debates with decorum while
discussing how to further
terrorize and dismantle the
black community to con-

tinue building empty
domes and overpriced
high rises on top of us.
They are not used to
the victims of their
crummy deals being present in the room. Therefore,
they took time away from
my candidate not because
of the volume, but because
the people were present
and winning!
Cainion packs the
room to record high numbers with poor and working class black citizens and
our white allies who have
been charged by the zeal
and a bright future, which
her campaign and platform
presents to the people.
Even with these dirty
and malicious attacks of
taking her time away, Cainion still won that night! Not
only did she once again lay
out a platform that speaks
to the core issues that the
white community of St. Petersburg lives at the expense of the black
community, she reminded
her constituents of her profound background.
She showed her experience of engaging in building and sustaining real
black economic development and not just using it
as a buzzword to pander
voters. She laid out her
years of participation in
black economic instructions such as, One Nation
One Africa Market Place,
Uhuru Health Festival &
Flea Market, Jiko Commercial Kitchen, Akwaaba
Auditorium and Banquet
Hall, All People’s Tyron
Lewis Gym, Uhuru Foods
and Pies, Black Power 96.3
Community Radio Station
and so much more!
All of which directly
benefit the black community of south side St. Petersburg.
No one can touch my
candidate, Eritha “Akile”
Cainion, in experience,
platform, activism, leadership skills, community organizing and enthusiasm.
We are winning because the people want the
Uhuru candidate, aka the
Freedom Candidate!
Gazi Kodzo

MOCK JURORS
EARN A MINIMUM $110 UPON COMPLETION
Spend 6-10 hrs on a given wkday night, wkday or wkend serving as
a juror in a mock trial to evaluate settlement of an actual court case.
If you have a valid FL DL or State I.D.,a U.S. Citizen, and eligible to vote,
enroll with us on: SIGNUPDIRECT.COM (please fill out on line form
completely for consideration) or only if you do not have access
to a computer Call: 1-800-544-5798. (On-line sign up preferred).
*****Mock Trials will be held in Tampa.

BE SURE TO CHECK
OUT OUR ‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Civil rights trailblazer memorialized New Philadelphia is on a mission
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – C.
Bette Wimbish experienced many first in her 85
years on this earth. She was
the first African American
to hold modern elected office in the Tampa Bay area,
the first black female lawyer
in Pinellas County, third in
the state of Florida, and the
first black vice mayor for
the City of St. Petersburg.
Therefore, it only
seemed natural for Senator
Darryl Rouson to champion the renaming of I-375
to the C. Bette Wimbish
Highway.
The highway is a portion of I-75 and runs north
of Tropicana Field and ends
down by the Coliseum. The
city council passed the renaming unanimously on
July 13, adopting the state
law that came into effect
July 1 when Gov. Rick Scott
signed the transportation
package. The Pinellas
County Commission gave
the go ahead July 18.
Rouson said he stopped
counting at 17 when naming buildings in St. Petersburg
named
after
African-American
men
such as the Morris Milton
post office, John Hopkins
Middle School, George
Perkins Elementary School
and Douglas Jamerson and
James Sanderlin both have
two buildings named in
their honor.
When it came to honoring
African-American
women, only three names
came to mind: Johnnie
Ruth
Clarke,
Olive
B. McLin and Fannye Ayer
Ponder.
“I started to think what
African-American woman
has made significant contributions to the city and to
the state that people will
probably agree on and not
be controversial, and her
name popped to mind,” said
Rouson.
Mrs. Wimbish, née
Davis, was born in Perry in
1924. She was a very intelligent and athletic student
who matriculated into
Florida Agricultural and
Mechanical College for Ne-

Clarice Pennington, Ruby Griffin, Rosalyn
Connelly and Sen. Darryl Rouson on the
steps of City Hall last Thursday.
groes (now Florida A&M)
at age 16 after being denied
admission into Stetson College because of her race.
While in FAMU, she
met her future husband
and aspiring physician
Ralph Wimbish. The two
were wed in 1945 and
moved St. Pete in 1953 after
their Tampa home they
built in a white neighborhood was burned down the
night before they were to
move in.
Dr. Wimbish set up a
medical office on 16th
Street, and in 1965 Mrs.
Wimbish enrolled in law
school at FAMU with her
children in tow. Two weeks
before graduation, her husband died of a heart attack
at 45.
A week later, Mrs. Wimbish returned to law school
and passed her exams. She
turned her late husband’s
medical office into a law office and began her career in
law.
Together, the Wimbishs were a power couple.
She was by his side when
Dr. Wimbish took on Major
League Baseball for hotel
discrimination. The two,
along with other community leaders, opened their
home to lodge players during spring training because
Jim Crow laws prohibited
black players from staying
in hotels with the rest of the
team.
In a St. Petersburg Times
editorial written by their
son, Ralph Wimbish, Jr., he
mentions how his mother
was always on the front
lines next to his father.

C. Bette Wimbish
“She was there when he
sued to improve black
schools and integrate golf
courses. And she was there
when my dad led the
Webb’s City boycott and
picketed movie theaters,
the Maas Brothers lunch
counter and the whites-only
Spa Beach.”
In 1969, she won the
city council seat, but racism
made the job frustrating.
Just about every initiative
she made was blocked. Finally, in 1971 new blood entered the council and she
was made vice mayor.
In 1973, Mrs. Wimbish
was appointed the deputy
secretary of commerce by
then Gov. Reubin Askew,
where she became the second-highest
ranking
woman in Florida government. Before retiring in
2003, she was the local
counsel for the Florida Department of Social Services.
“She served not only
her community, she served
her city and she served her
state,” said Rouson.
Mrs. Wimbish died in
2009 at the age of 85.

Leila Laing transitions
Leila Laing, 79 of
Newark, NJ, formerly
from St. Petersburg
passed away June 22,
2017.
She was born in Crystal River and moved to St.
Petersburg at a young
age. She is predeceased in
death by her father Paris
Williams, mother Leila
Williams, brother Robert
Williams, sisters Bernice
Fields, Patty Dee Williams
and Jimmie Lee Williams.

Survived by son Malcolm Laing, sisters Viola
Varner and Paris Ruffin,
brother Tommy Williams,
grandchildren Wali, Yuri,
Leila, Alexandria, Alyssa
and Aysia, great-grandchildren Genesis, Josh,
Alijah and Jett and a host
of nieces and nephews.
A memorial service
will be held July 29 at 1
p.m. at Beach Memorial
Chapel, 301 Corey Ave.,
St. Pete Beach.

    
   
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

ST. PETERSBURG —
It’s four in the morning
and Pastor Jon Matthews
of New Philadelphia Ministries in south St. Petersburg is preparing for
departure along with his
22-member missionary
team to Bluewater Bible
College in St. Thomas,
Virgin Islands.
In the church sanctuary, the members make a
circle and join hands to
pray for guidance for
three weeks of mission
work. This day begins
the first of two trips.
“God showed me that
there are pastors in other
countries that don’t have
the resources and training like we have in the
United States to win
souls,”
said
Pastor
Matthews. “I have a passion to help pastors in
other countries reach
people and change lives.”
Isn’t a trip to the Virgin Islands more like a
vacation? From the outside looking in, why
would anyone travel
1,300 miles from Florida
to the Virgin Islands for
missionary work?
The Caribbean Islands are some of the
most beautiful destinations in the world with
gorgeous ocean waters
and tropical fruit. The
perception of the landscape alone is one of a
tropical getaway filled
with picturesque sceneries, exotic cuisines,
cruises, excursions and
plenty of relaxation.

A Caribbean mission
to some may seem oxymoronic. It’s even laughable when some consider
the Caribbean as a place
needing salvation.
For pastors in the
Caribbean,
however,
there is a burning desire
to share the good news of
Jesus Christ to those who
are spiritually dead.
New
Philadelphia
Ministries, a member of
the Southern Baptist Association, in partnership
with The Island Project
(six local Southern Baptist Churches in the Virgin
Islands)
are
mission-minded, ready
and willing to fulfill the
great commission commanded by God in
Matthews
28:19-20:
“Go…make disciples of
all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all
that I have commanded
you...”
“Our Caribbean mission team conducted mission projects within nine
days which included vacation bible school at
three locations, street
evangelism in local communities, evening praise
and worship seminars,
nightly revival and culminated with a gospel concert collaboration at The
Calvary Baptist Church
of St. Thomas. We really
had a good time doing
what God would have us
to do, and the people welcomed it,” said Pastor

Matthews.
The nine days that the
team spent in the Virgin
Islands were eventful.
More than 100 men,
women and children accepted Jesus Christ, declaring they are now new
creations.
“When people get a
clear understanding of
who Jesus Christ is and
how their life can be affected for the better, they
typically are willing to at
least give it a try,” said
Matthews.
“The
presentation
and the present has a lot
to do with what people
believe about their situation changing. The problem with most witness
campaigns is the story of
the storyteller is not believable. These people
are hungry and they are
looking to have hope.
That’s why we are here.”
Matthews is open
about his storied past and
is willing to share it. His
life test has been converted to his mission
field testimony. The
struggles that he’s had in
the past are the triumphs
he now professes and
often tells so that he can
win souls for Christ.
As a result, new doors
have opened for New
Philadelphia Ministries.
Pastor Matthews and his
team will have an opportunity to continue working on the mission field
as they embark on the
next missionary trip to
Port-au-Prince
and
Léogâne, Haiti.
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They would have
won election without
African American Voters

Kriseman PROVED
he doesn’t care about Midtown

Walmart Grocery
Store CLOSED
WalgreEns CLOSED
Sylvia’s Restaurant CLOSED

FAILING SCHOOLS
Crime is UP
Dumped MILLIONS OF
GALLONS OF SEWAGE
into our comMunity

Kriseman’s campaign said
they don’t neEd us…

Paid electioneering communication paid for by Seamless Florida . 610 S. Boulevard Tampa, FL 33606
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Crist hosts community Block Party
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Congressman
Charlie
Crist hosted his inaugural
Block Party and barbecue
at Lake Vista Park last Saturday, July 15. More than
150 stopped by to show
their support including
Commissioner Kenneth
Welch, School Board
member Rene Flowers,
Mayor Rick Krisemen,
Rev. Watson Haynes and
Senator Darryl Rouson.
“I believe that it is so
crucial that we give opportunities to the youth in our

community,” said Flowers,
who added that Kriseman
along with Crist has supported summer youth employment as well as
internships.
Residents from all
throughout the district
came and enjoyed good
company and conversation, topped with some delicious Johnny’s BBQ,
ice-cold snow cones and
family fun. The event
brought in three large
boxes of school supplies
for local students returning to school next month.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com.

Saving Our Culture: A nutritional overview, Part 1
ST. PETERSBURG —
Midtown is an urban community located in a 5.51
square mile area just south
of downtown St. Petersburg. It is between Second
Avenue North and 30th Avenue South and extends
east to west from Fourth
Street to 34th Street.
Along the 22nd street
block, you can find an array
of black cultural memoirs
on buildings and a strip of
black owned establishments. Although, you see a
variety of businesses
throughout this historic
neighborhood, what you
do not see are any food
markets. The closest grocery store from Midtown is
approximately three miles
away and is not within

walking range.
According, to the
United State Drug and
Food
Administration
(USDA), a “food desert” is
a low-income community
that has a population that
exceeds 500 people and is
over half a mile away from
a supermarket, supercenter or large grocery
store. The lack of access to
fresh food puts this neighborhood at risk for many
health problems.
The African-American
culture is filled with “soul
food “that contains large
amounts of meat, fat, salt
and sugar. African Americans typically choose foods
such as fried chicken, barbecue ribs, macaroni and
cheese, sweet potato pie

and sugary drinks. From
eating this type of diet,
there is an increased risk of
health-related
illnesses
such as obesity, high blood
pressure, stroke, diabetes
and high cholesterol.
Although this community is at a greater risk of
developing the health conditions listed above, they
are all preventable by dieting and exercising. The
recommended caloric intake is less than 2,000 per
day and the recommended
weekly physical activity is
150 minutes.
Being healthy does not
mean eliminating all the
foods you enjoy, but the
key is proportioning your
servings. An example plate
of a standard serving ac-

cording to the Food Pyramid should consist of one
serving of a meat the size
of a deck of cards, one
serving of cooked vegetables the size of a tennis ball,
one serving of raw vegetables comparable to a light
bulb and one serving of a
starch the size a computer
mouse.
The focus should be on
becoming healthy, not thin,
due to eating less meat and
putting the emphasis on
vegetables and fruit such
as an undressed sweet potato, yams, collard greens,
okra, and watermelon.
To encourage individuals in Midtown to eat
healthily, the city of St. Pete
is offering a Midtown Grocery Pilot Program. This

program provides shuttles
to the Walmart Supercenter located in the Central
Avenue
District
between 10-2 p.m. on Saturdays through August.
As your neighborhood
pharmacists, we hope that
you take away three things
from this article: First is the
lack of access to healthy
foods in Midtown, second
is the portion size and
lastly, it is about being
healthy, not thin. For our
culture to stay alive, we
must first start with becoming healthy.
Writing By:
Jasmine
LaVine,
PharmD Candidate
Joshua
Peterside,
PharmD Candidate
Florida A & M Univer-

Charlie W. Colquitt
sity, College of Pharmacy,
Tampa Bay Division
Charlie W. Colquitt,
PharmD, CPh
Associate Professor of
Pharmacy of Pharmacy
Practice
Florida A & M University, College of Pharmacy,
Tampa Bay Division
Clinical Pharmacist
Community Health Centers of Pinellas, Inc.
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Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

TheWeeklyChallenger.com

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Vincent Lawrence goes home
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The University of Miami
basketball program has
on it the fingerprints of
Vincent Lawrence. Search
the University of Alabama
records and you’ll find
traces of his prints there
too. The history of Lakewood High School basketball program also gives
evidence that he had an
influence and spent much
time there as well.
At 6 feet 6, this giant of
a man with a brilliant
mind, commitment to excellence and love for his
family made a tremendous impact on the community and his family.
Lawrence and his wife
Karen traveled extensively to watch their children excel on the
basketball court. He was
expected to be somewhere in the crowd admiring his kids. He was
driven by his commitment
to family and the success
of his children.
Currently, his grandson, Anthony Lawrence,
Jr., is a junior guard playing basketball for the University of Miami. Grandpa
traveled to his games just
as he had done two
decades earlier when his
sons Anthony Sr. and
Patrick sported a Hurricane uniform.
Lawrence was in the
stands observing their
moves and enjoying every
proud moment with his
family. Last Friday, however, Lawrence heard the
official whistle to rest and
made his final farewell
trip to his heavenly home.

“I don’t know what it’s
like not to have my dad in
the stands because I’ve
never seen it,” said Anthony Sr. “It didn’t matter
what we were involved in
or where we were playing,
my parents were always
there and it’s the same
with the grandkids.
“When
basketball
started going well, he
bought a van so we all
could be comfortable for
the road trips. We didn’t
need a team mom, we had
a team dad and it was
enough of him to share
with everyone. He was an
awesome guy.”
Although Lawrence
was the unquestioned
alpha male of the family,
his heart melted at the
glowing beauty of his
daughter Jocelyn, who is
a look-a-like of her mother
and the heartbeat of her
dad. She describes him as
being her first love that
showed her what a real
man is like.
Jocelyn felt cherished
like a diamond at being
daddy’s baby girl. He always left the door of communication
open.
Although the lessons for
the boys were hard and
direct, the message for
her was the same.
“I learned a lot about
life from my dad and we
could talk about anything
and I mean anything,”
said Jocelyn. “We talked
about
relationships,
church, politics, sex,
everything. He taught me
to be strong, courageous
and to fight for what I believe.
“My dad taught me
how a woman should be
treated and he demon-

strated it by the way he
loved and treated our
mother. He was a fighter
for what is right and he
fought to take care of his
family. We knew that he
loved us. I was his little
girl.”
Lawrence had a love
for people that extended
beyond his family. He particularly was drawn to
those in need. On one occasion, he got word that a
woman lost much of her
belongings in a house
fire. Unbeknownst to anyone, he and his wife
found the woman and
gave her money to recover. Her tears said to
him that she was appreciative, and that’s all he
needed.
This gesture doesn’t
surprise Lawrence’s good
friend Andrew Mitchell
Sr. He describes his
friend, more like a
brother, as being a wellrounded man who was
second to none.
With the two of them
having spent much time
together, Mitchell has
seen Lawrence in the
roles of father, husband,
Godfather, grandfather,
brother and most of all,
friend.
“He is as true as they
come. He always believed
in helping the underdog
or less fortunate,” said
Mitchell. “He was a man
of his word. He didn’t
throw the rock and hide
his hand. He was straight
up.
“If he told you something, then you could take
it to the bank. When he
says that he is going to do
something, then he’ll do
it. If he says that he is not

going to do something,
there’s no need in asking
him again.”
Lawrence
and
Mitchell spearheaded the
launch of 5th Avenue
Church of Christ that
started with nine members and has since grown
to more than 200. It was
another vision that connected with his passion
and a challenge.
His passing brings
about the start of a new
season and for the first
time Anthony Sr. will

coach Lakewood High’s
basketball team and Anthony, Jr. will suit up for
the Miami Hurricanes
without Lawrence in the
stands.
Patrick will run his
business using previous
advice from his dad; Jocelyn will have distant memories of her first love,
Jordan, her son, will rely
on his uncles to pick up
where granddad left off
and Karen will mourn the
love of her life.
Funeral services are

scheduled for Saturday,
July 22 at 11 a.m. at 20th
Street Church of Christ,
825 20th St. S. The wake
service will be held Friday
from 6-8 p.m. also at the
church.
In lieu of flowers, the
family has requested donations be made to the
United Negro College
Fund in honor of Vincent
Lawrence.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

NEED HELP
PAYING FOR
COLLEGE?

?

Youre not alone. Last year,
more than half our students
        
tuition is about half that
of state universities, so
no matter how you plan
to pay for college, your
        
and hard-earned dollars go
further at SPC.

Apply online at
www.spcollege.edu/apply
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Winnie Foster!
WINNIE, from front page

“He was more than
willing to let us use the
church for this special occasion.”
During the party,
friends and co-workers
shared their experiences
in working with Foster
who has lived in Florida
since 1969. One of the
special moments during
the party occurred when
Mayor Kriseman presented her with the Key to
the City.
During an interview
with Foster the day after
the event, she not only
talked about how thrilled
she was to have been honored by the mayor, but
also how she was deeply
moved by Rouson who
saw her in 1969-70 as a
catalyst working alongside C. Bette Wimbish
and the League of Women
Voters as well as with
Judge James B. Sanderlin.
From concerned citizen to activist
Foster’s zeal to serve
her community was
shaped as a little girl
growing up in a Quaker
family environment in
Pennsylvania. When she
came home from a
Quaker funeral one day,
she asked her mother
about the idea that being
a Quaker was a right.
Her
mother
responded that it was a
birthright. Young Winnie
decided to observe her
surrounding environment
to determine if Quakers
were indeed what they
were professing to be.
Historically, Quakers
and
other
religious
groups followed William
Penn to Indiana to escape
the religious persecution
of
England’s
King
George. Winnie found a
satisfying answer to her
question in a Quaker
boarding school where
her father met her
mother. Likewise, she
would meet her husband
at the same boarding

school.
Foster solidified what
would become her soul’s
mantra—fighting
for
women’s rights, integration and equal rights in
the workplace. Before she
moved to Rhode Island to
begin her work, she not
only learned that a relative’s farm had been used
as a stop on the Underground Railroad, but she
also had an opportunity to
hear Bayard Rustin, who
worked with Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., speak
about activism and challenging racism when he
spoke at her school.
Foster began working
as a community activist at
the Unitarian Church in
Rhode Island. She worked
on her first political campaign to help her pastor,
who was a progressive
and spoke out against the
Vietnam War. Although
her pastor did not win, the
dye was cast and Foster
knew she had found her
calling.
Fast for ward to
1969
Foster, her husband
and their youngest child
moved to Florida for his
job.
“No, no, I don’t want to
move to Florida,” said
Foster until she arrived
and found out how much
she could contribute to
helping local, regional
and state leaders advance
integration and break
down segregation in addition to fighting for
women’s rights.
Eventually, Foster’s
pollinating character led
to her to join the League
of Women Voters alongside Wimbish who was
the first African-American
member of the St. Petersburg City Council. In the
election for Pinellas
County Judge in 1971-72,
Foster found herself contributing significantly to
help Attorney James B.
Sanderlin become the

CONNECT WITH US!

first black judge in Pinellas County.
“I was very blond and
white,” said Foster humorously. “I went up to
North Pinellas County
and shared with the white
people there how wonderful this lawyer from
Boston University School
of Law would be as a
judge for Pinellas County.
I handed posters with no
pictures of him but
demonstrated his capabilities.”
Foster was living her
passion as a community
activist. However, she was
only a breath away from
hatred and bigotry. One
such experience occurred
when she worked as a
consultant and reporter
for The Weekly Challenger.
“One day when I
walked into the office
when it was located on
Ninth Street South, Cleve
was in his office and the
door was shut, which was
unusual. Then, these
three white men in suits
came out. He said to me,
‘Well that story you’re
working on can’t be published
because
the
woman who worked for
the city and was part of
the National Organization
for Women.’ She was feeding me info about how
Human Relations with the
city were not following
federal law in their hiring

practices.”
According to Foster,
Publisher Cleveland Johnson said that the men
threatened to pull the
city’s legal advertisement
if he published what he
had learned from the insider. Even though desegregation was the wave of
the future, racism could
cast its dark shadow anytime and anywhere.
Foster has a wealth of
stories such as these
about all aspects of life in
St. Petersburg. She is a
treasured member of the
community, and the love
in the room was palpable.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
50 golden years
GIBBS, from front page

dents in the challenges
they face today and urged
those in the room to give
back to their school and
make a difference.
“Gladiators you have
done your school proud,”
he said. “The Gladiator
spirit is still alive and
strong at Gibbs High
School even after 50 years.”
Hepburn recognizes it
takes a village to raise a
child and appealed to
alumni to give of their free
time. Even though Gibbs’
letter grade increased this
year, Hepburn acknowledges that many students
would not have made it to
the stage to receive their
diploma come graduation
day without the help of others.
“You know the challenges we see in our

streets, in our neighborhood and in our family
home,” he said, urging the
class once known as “the
new breed” to show their
Gladiator spirit. “They
need positive role models,
and I can’t think of a better
group to serve as role models and mentors to our
young people.”
The evening continued
with delicious food to eat
and homage to a few oldtime staff members. Former classmate Shirley
Morgan paid tribute to
those who had a hand in
shaping the course of their
lives while in high school.
Art teacher and library assistant Mary Jones Turner,
bookkeeper
Maggie
Brown and shop teacher
Elliot Graham all received
a shout out.

Charley Williams

Lynnett Hardy

“We are grateful for the
precious memories and the
comradery,” Morgan said,
“and our teachers and our
administrators that cultivated our educational environment.”
But the star of the
evening
was
retired
French instructor Charlie
Williams, Jr. who is remembered as a positive
role model, friend and Renaissance man to his students. He overcame the
odds and additionally
served as a principal and is
an author, writing about his
time in education.
“A great class has reconvened,” he said. “It is an
honor to greet you, not as
students, but as adults and
equal partners some 50
years later. This is a moment I cherish.”

Williams spoke of
Gibbs’ rich heritage and
the cohesiveness and
sense of community that
they shared. He remembers tremendous school
spirit and a sense of pride
in their academics and various talents.
He spoke of their
strength as a class and
pointed out the era in
which they grew up, recalling students grappling with
heavy topics like segregation.
But Williams kept it
lighthearted as he joked
with the crowd. “You were
before television, before
Xerox, and before the pill,”
Williams bantered. “You
got married first, then lived
together.”
As Gibbs High alums
took a trip down memory

Mayor Rick Kriseman

lane, Williams pointed out
over the span of their lives,
it was only natural to think
on the things they could
have done differently.
Some could have chosen
paths in school that led to
more money or treated
people differently, but in
the end what it all comes
down to is that the time
spent together was mostly
good.
He encouraged remembrance of the educators that inspired them, the
friends that influenced
them and the hard work
that challenged them.
“Gibbs High gave you a
home where you felt comfortable,” he said. “A place
that pointed you in the
right direction on your
journey into adulthood. If
the school could talk it

would say, ‘I’m proud of
you.’”
The night wrapped up
with class of ’67 trivia,
classmate Lynnette Hardy
doing a comedy routine
that had the room rolling
and more reminiscing of a
time long gone, but still
fresh in the minds of those
still able to remember an
era where students made
due with what they had,
survived and thrived in the
face of adversity and
emerged from Gibbs High
School as proud ambassadors.
The next day, the alums
from classes as far back as
1958 on up to 2017 gathered at Dell Holmes Park
for the annual picnic, which
always consists of good
food, good music and good
friends.

Principal Reuben Hepburn
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Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  








  

  

 




  



 
 

 
 
 
  
 






Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.






Victory Christian Center Church
 


  





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.


BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
 
10:30 a.m.
   









 
 
 
 
 

  


Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

 

 
   
    
   
  


      
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
 
 

 
   
 
   
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015







Call: 727-896-2922

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

 

  
 







 

 

   






CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

Friendship MBC
THIS IS YOUR INVITATION TO THE CHURCH
WHERE WE KNOW “IT'S
JUST NICE TO BE NICE” COME TO THE SHIP AND
SEE FOR YOURSELF July at the Ship
Join US at “The Ship” at
the 7:45 am or 10:45 am Worship Service, a Real place to
be for these Real times
WEST COAST BAPTIST
DISTRICT ASSOCIATION
HOST
CHURCH
–
FRIENDSHIP MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH, DR.
JOHN A. EVANS, SR., PASTOR/MODERATOR
3300 31ST STREET
SOUTH, ST. PETERSBURG,
FLORIDA 33712
WEEK AT A GLANCE JULY 20 – 21
Opening Devotion 8:30
am. Instructions/Announcements 8:45am. Dismissal to
Classes - AM SESSION
CLASSES 9:00 AM – 11:30
AM
Adults
Course #2007 – Managing Life Through Christian
Stewardship Pastor Marvin
Scott
Course - Workshop Being
A
Healthy
Christian/Caring for your
Temple Symposium Pastor
Ayakao Watkins
Young Adults - Ages 19 –
34
Course #7024 –Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts- A
Millennial Perspective Dr.
Robert M. Spooney
Youth/Children – Ages 518

AGES 5-7 – Course #2014
Baptist Doctrine for Children
Deaconess Vencinia Cannady
AGES 8-11 – Course
#9514 Discipleship 101 Deacon Earl Reeves
AGES 12-18 – Course
#9513 Evangelism 101 Pastor
Anthony Ducksworth
Youth Drama, Dance,
Choir Rehearsal 10:35 am –
11:30 am
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
(ALL CLASSES) Theme
Speaker: Minister LeZaire
Reese 11:35 am
Lunch Hour 12:00 pm
PM SESSION CLASSES
1:00 PM – 3:30 PM
Adults
Course #1004 – Exposition and Effective Bible Reading Dr. Rickey L. Houston
Course #5002 – God’s
Pattern of Leadership / The
Leadership Style of Christ
Pastor J. C. Pritchett
Pageant Rehearsal (All
Young People) 2 - 4 pm
Sister Lillian Cross – Pageant Director
Evening Sessions 7 pm
Thursday, July 20, 2017 –
Youth Oratorical Program
Friday, July 21, 2017 –
Youth Pageant Presentation
**WCBA
BOARD
MEETING WILL BE ON
FRIDAY AT NOON – LOCATION TBA
FIFTH
SUNDAY
SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP
ONLY
Sunday, July 30, 2017 at
8:00 am – Sunday Church
School and at 8:45 am – Worship Service.

SAVE THIS DATE IN
AUGUST – SATURDAY, AUGUST 5, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
BACK TO SCHOOL
COMMUNITY
FREE
EVENT
HOSTED BY THE MATRON'S MINISTRY OF THE
SHIP
CHILD: Health and wellness, oral health, nutrition
and exercise, table of children's books... BACKPACK
GIVEAWAY and FREE Haircuts!!! - Food (Hotdogs, chips
& drinks) Games, face painting, a coloring station and
more.
We Invite all of the Ship to
get involved, see any member of the Matron's Ministry
“THE SHIP” won't sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st St. S,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church Office: 727-906-8300
E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Now “Live Streaming”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net Visit Our Facebook page Visit West Coast
Baptist District Association
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
Need a ride to church?
Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 906-8300 – Mon.
– Fri. from 9 am - 3 pm.
“Remember and pray for
our men and women in uniform as well as our veterans
this new year!”

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

An Angry Jesus - Matthew 21:12-14
In addition to feeling the emotions of
happiness and sadness, Jesus Christ also felt
anger. When he entered the temple, and saw
the merchants and money-changers selling
defective and overpriced animal sacrifices,
he was irate. Jesus Christ expressed his
anger through his words. He rebuked them
for making God’s house a place of unrighteousness and injustice. “My house shall be
called a house of prayer for all people and
you have made it a den of thieves (Matthew
21:13).” Jesus Christ also expressed his

anger through his actions. He turned over
the tables and the chairs that the thieves
were using to sell their products. He also put
the merchants and moneychangers out of
the temple. Anger is a powerful emotion. It
is through our anger that we gain clarity of
what God had called us to do and where we
are designed to be. It is not being angry that
is sinful. It is what we do with the anger. “Be
angry and sin not (Ephesians 4:26).” Anger
can be constructive or destructive. It is totally up to us how we channel our anger.

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for
a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of
believers are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the
awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Events for July

Jul 17-21 - 43rd Annual
Session of the Progressive
M & E Baptist Convention –
Innisbrook Resort, Palm
Harbor, FL 34684
Jul 26-28 - Congress No.
2 – Host Church TBA
Jul 30
Mission
Emphasis during Morning
Worship
Operation
Love/Visitations at conclusion of Worship Services
Coming in August…
Aug 2 - Annual Back to
School Bash for the Childs
Park Community. Time: 68:00 p.m. at the Childs Park
Recreation Center.
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.

Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:004:00 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

St. James African Methodist
Episcopal Church Summer Revival
St.
James
African
Methodist Episcopal Church’s
motto is: “We are the Jewel on
5th Avenue where everybody
is somebody, we operate from
the inside out and we are a
praying church!” The Senior
Pastor is Reverend Frankie S.
Fayson III.
St. James will be having
their Summer Revival on
Thursday and Friday evening,
July 20 – 21, 2017 at 6:30pm
and is located at 2315 5th Ave.
Drive E. in Palmetto, FL. The
theme is “Have Faith in God:
A New Paradigm, Culture, Pattern and Principles in Jesus!”

The speaker for this rejuvenating occasion is The Reverend Joyce J. Moore, M. Div..
Reverend Moore serves as the
Presiding Elder of the Saint
Petersburg District overseeing seventeen churches reaching as far north as Tarpon
Springs to its most Southern
border of Sarasota.
Elder Moore made history in the West Coast Conference upon being the first
female to be appointed Presiding Elder by Bishop Adam Jefferson Richardson, Jr. on
October 24, 2014. This position was one of several firsts

for Elder Moore.
She is married to her high
school sweetheart Donald,
and is the proud parent of
Duane who resides with his
wife, Elaine, in Nashville, Tennessee with her granddaughter, Renae Moore.
But more importantly,
Presiding Elder Moore is a
woman of God preaching,
teaching the Gospel of Jesus
Christ to the marginalized.
St. James invites everyone
to come as you are and join in
praising and worshipping our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Mayorial race is heating up
MAYOR , from front page

ous terms.
“If our schools aren’t
great schools then people
aren’t going to want to live
in our neighborhoods,” he
said.
The wastewater issue
cropped up with both
Kriseman and Baker blaming the other of dumping
toxic waste into Tampa
Bay Clam Bayou. Baker
says $160 million was invested in the water and
sewer infrastructure during his term and that 16
years passed without a
major spill. He proposes to
reopen the plant that
Kriseman shut down,
which later released some
31 million gallons of
sewage.
Kriseman fought back
informing the standing
room only crowd that $60
dollars has already been
invested in improving the
aging infrastructure and
hopes to increase the capacity of current treatment
plants.
“We’ve got a plan in
place for our future,” he
said.
Lassiter called for a
complete overhaul, while
Cates vowed to never
dump sewage and to look
into safer drinking water.
Nevel’s solution is handing
it over to the workers and
having them sustain a
plan.
The topic turned to
crime, particularly car
theft, and how it can be
prevented. After visiting
neighborhood
associations across the city, Baker
warrants there is concern
about crime throughout
St. Petersburg, not just the
south side and not only
with car theft.
“There’s been concern
of the rising drug sales in
our community, the rise of

prostitution,” he said, before giving his solution
about curbing car theft. He
proposed putting the auto
theft unit back in place.
“Put the focus on the issue
that needs to be solved to
solve the issue.”
Cates wanted to channel misplaced energies
into education and after
school programs stating,
“An idle mind is the devil’s
playground.”
Nevel believes talk
about auto theft is, “an attack on the black community and black children in
particular,” but stated no
real reform plans. And
Lassiter wants to join
preachers, business owners, and elected officials
together and head out to
the communities to speak
with youths.
“We keep staying in
our little comfort zone. We
are afraid to go and show
love,” she said.
Kriseman encouraged
a fact check on PolitiFact
to compare crime rates
from when Baker was
mayor to Kriseman’s term.
“The crime rate is significantly reduced,” he
said, stating auto thefts are
60 percent lower and can
be further reduced with
educating car owners to
not leave their keys in
their car and by redirecting youth with better options, better opportunities,
jobs and education.
As far as the candidates’ position on the current CRA configuration,
some seemed more informed than others. Cates
didn’t have much to say on
the topic, only that he’s not
a staunch supporter of certain CRA stipulations and
was looking to others to
come up with solutions.
Nevel used his time

not to discuss the CRA,
but the millions spent on a
new police station. Lassiter
argued that the boundary
change from Fifth Avenue
South to First Avenue
North is taking money
away from redevelopment
in areas that need it.
“That is jacked up,”
she said.
Kriseman attributed
the change in boundary to
put money where real tax
dollars are being generated, tax dollars that could
be spent in south St. Petersburg. “Until those
other areas south of First
Avenue start to be developed, the tax revenue
that’s generated won’t be
there,” Kriseman explained. “You can’t invest if
you don’t have the revenue there.”
Baker likes the CRA
but wants mechanisms in
place to make sure people
aren’t getting money for

political favors. He also
feels money can be found
outside of the CRA by soliciting the private sector
and state and federal government.
Affordable
housing
was also on the discussion
block as well as the closing
of major businesses in
Tangerine Plaza. Baker
sees opportunities in vacant lots that the city has
accumulated in the Childs
Park and Midtown communities. Kriseman talked
about his record, reducing
blighted houses from 800
to 300, and of the various
programs to help low-income homeowners keep
their houses.
“Part of the challenge
for so many people that
are in homes right now is
that they can’t afford to fix
them,” Kriseman said.
“Often that’s what causes
them to lose their home.”
Cates and Lassiter

want to continue enlisting
local programs to do more
and find money in grants.
As far as Tangerine
Plaza? Well, both Kriseman and Baker went headto-head about why it failed.
Kriseman noting that
building the stores wasn’t
enough and that the community didn’t do their part
and shop there.
“There wasn’t an increase in jobs available or
opportunity to spend,” said
Kriseman. “If you don’t
have the money to spend,
they’re going to close.”
Baker fought back stating that Kriseman’s excuses do not make sense,
and that as mayor he visited the stores and worked
with managers to find out
how to better serve the
people of Midtown.
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“You gotta care and
you gotta pay attention,”
he said.
Cates doesn’t recall
ever seeing either of the
mayors at the store, and
along with Nevel and Lassiter believe the answer
lies with more AfricanAmerican owned stores in
predominately black communities.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
senior pastor of Greater
Mt. Zion AME Church,
where the forum was held
Thursday, July 13, kept
most of the callouts in
check and the forum
ended with all the candidates speaking of their
past experiences and
hopes for the future of St.
Petersburg.

